Wessex
Chalk Stream
& Rivers Trust

The Wessex Chalk Stream and Rivers Trust is a newly formed charity, dedicated to the
guardianship, protection, enhancement and maintenance of healthy, functioning ecosystems
within the river catchments and corridors of the Wessex region.

Our vision is of healthy rivers within the Wessex region which are valued and nurtured by the
community and which exhibit:

Sustainable and naturally abundant wildlife

High water quality and sustained natural flows

Fully functioning ecosystems which link the rivers with their valleys
Resilience to climate change and future stresses associated with social and
economic development

WHY ARE THE RIVERS OF THE WESSEX REGION IMPORTANT?

The rivers of the Wessex Region include several internationally renowned chalk streams, highly
valued in conservation and fishery terms for their unique hydrology, water chemistry and

- biodiversity. Two of the river systems embraced
by the Trust are designated as Special Areas of
Conservation (SAC) under the European
Habitats Directive, and three are riverine Sites of
Special Scientific Interest (SSSI), covering
nearly 300km of river length. Atlantic Salmon,
Water Voles, Brook Lamprey, Otters and other
species under pressure are noted. Other rivers
in the region are highly prized for their ecological
and fishery potential.

The River Wylye near Great Wishford

WHAT ARE THE CHALLENGES THEY FACE?

Pressure from agricultural, aquacultural, transport and housing development in the region has
placed significant strain on the river environment over the last half century or so. River channels
have become degraded through dredging for agricultural ‘improvement’ and engineering for flood
management. Flows have been impacted by abstraction for public water supply. Whilst some
advances have been made with the installation of phosphate strippers in sewage treatment
works, water quality continues to be impacted by agricultural run-off, pesticides, discharges from



watercress beds, fish farms, public and private sewerage systems. Spawning gravels continue to
be impacted by silt carried into the rivers by surface run-off. Invertebrate populations have
seriously declined. The numbers of salmon running to spawn are seriously depleted. Native
Crayfish have been virtually wiped out and non-native species are threatening the integrity of the
habitat.

Predictions of future climate change and population growth indicate that stresses are likely to
increase significantly over the next 50-100 years, particularly those associated with flows, and
water quality.

WHICH RIVER CATCHMENTS DO WE COVER?

Rivers within the Trust region include the Dorset Stour, the Allen, the Hampshire (Salisbury)
Avon, the Wylye, the Till, the Wiltshire Bourne, the Nadder, the Ebble, the Test, the Bourne
Rivulet, the Anton, the Wallop Brook, the Dun, the Itchen, the Tichborne, the Candover Brook, the
Meon and others.

WHAT DO WE DO?
We aim to deliver our vision through:

Advocacy
Standing up for the chalk streams and other rivers of the region to ensure that their fragility is fully

understood and their protection and where necessary, recovery is assured. This will be achieved
through:

Constructive engagement and input to the development of government policy and
regulation

Informing and influencing decisions on industrial, housing and transport development,
mineral extraction, water abstraction use and discharge, land-use and agricultural
practice, waste management and other activities within the catchments which might
otherwise impact on the rivers of the Wessex region.

Inspiring and informing
Informing the public and stimulating interest in the natural habitats of the river corridors of
the Wessex region
Inspiring a sense of value for them within the broader community
Promoting a sense of responsibility for their future protection and recovery

This will be achieved through a programme of engagement with education and public information.

Delivery of action
Delivering action on the ground to address the causes and mitigate the consequences of habitat

deterioration and loss. Action will be directed within the river channels themselves, on their
margins and in their corridors and in the catchments which they drain more broadly.

Actions will be delivered:
directly by conservation projects undertaken by the Trust
through partnership with other organisations
directing funding and guidance to other organisations
provision of advice



Forum

Providing a forum in which landowners, wildlife conservation groups, anglers, and other river
interest groups come together to share understanding and develop common interests in the
protection of the region’s rivers.

Scientific research

The underlying rationale is to ensure that decisions and actions taken to protect the rivers of the
region are based upon sound science. The objective is to promote support and bring together
scientific research on the river environment, its sensitivities, threats and approaches to mitigate
them. Research outcomes shall be directed towards practical application to deliver effective
protection and habitat improvements.

HOW HAVE WE EVOLVED?

Formation of the Wessex Chalk Stream and Rivers Trust has been initiated by a group of like-
minded organisations with an interest in protecting these fragile natural habitats. They recognise
that many of the environmental challenges faced are common across the region and believe that
in most cases addressing them demands a catchment based perspective which considers all
aspects of the ecosystem together. These organisations include the Wiltshire Fishery
Association, the Avon and Stour Assocation, the Test and ltchen Association, the Wessex
Salmon and Rivers Trust, the National Trust, the Hampshire Wildlife Trust and the Wiltshire
Wildlife Trust.

Its establishment follows a similar model to that of the West Country Rivers Trust, Eden Rivers
Trust, the Wye and Usk Foundation and others which have been successfully operating for a
decade or more. Advice, direction and some financial assistance is provided by the Association of
Rivers Trusts.

The Trust is run a Board of Trustees and officers with specific responsibilities who currently give

of their time and expertise freely. As we develop and secure sufficient funds we plan to appoint a
small team of professional staff focused on delivery of the Trust’s objectives on the ground.

Do you want this?2 . or this?



HOW CAN YOU HELP US?
How can you support the Wessex Chalk Stream and Rivers Trust as an individual?

By becoming a Supporter — minimum annual donation of £20

By becoming a Life Supporter — minimum donation of £200

By becoming a Founder — minimum donation of £500. Foundership is limited to the first
50 applicants. Founders will enjoy special privileges such as preferential invitation to an
Annual Trust Lunch

By making any other donations

..... and by volunteering to assist with the running the Trust and delivery of its projects.

How can you support us as a government agency, or company?
By becoming a formal Partner

How can you support us as a club or association?
By becoming an Associate Organisation

CONTACT US

Wessex Chalk Stream and Rivers Trust, Secretary@wecsrt.org.uk
Kimbridge Lane, Kimbridge, Director@wcsrt.org.uk
Nr Romsey, Hampshire. SO51 OLE 01794 341874

www.wcsrt.org.uk
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