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Malcolm Anderson – Trustee 
 

Malcolm's passion for rivers and their conservation began at an early 
age when his local stream, a place of rafts and lazy afternoons was 
choked with silage effluent and he saw the effects of pollution first 
hand.  Travelling the world after school Malcolm saw retreating 
glaciers, enormous logging scars the after effects of unchecked 
development which had a profound impact on his life.  Qualifications 
in environmental land management and a BSc (hons) in 
environmental protection saw him move on to working with the 
Building Research Establishment where he worked on material 
waste issues and sustainable construction.  Malcolm is currently an 

Environmental Practices Adviser to the South West region of the National Trust working on 
issues as diverse as climate change, renewable energy and water efficiency.  He is a 
committee member of the Wiltshire Fisheries Association and is passionate about the re-
wilding of our Southern rivers. 
 
 
Jon Bass – Scientific Officer 
 

Jon is a freshwater ecologist by background whose professional life 
was spent with the UK Natural Environment Research Council.  He 
worked initially for the Freshwater Biological Association, then the 
Institute of Freshwater Ecology and latterly the Centre for Ecology and 
Hydrology. His key interest is in freshwater invertebrates and he is a 
national expert on Blackflies (Simuliidae), which are so important in 
our chalk streams.  He is also an expert on the nutrient dynamics of 
chalk streams.  Jon served on the Biodiversity Steering Group for the 

White Clawed Crayfish and the Chalk Rivers Steering Group.  He is currently a member of 
the south west RFERAC, A Trustee of Wessex Salmon Rivers Trust and a member of the 
Project Board of the Strategic Framework for the Restoration of the River Avon. 
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Rae Borras – Trustee 
 
Hailing from the East end of London where he had a successful 
career as an amateur boxer, Rae entered the spirit of the 60’s 
by working as a Lead singer in Successful Soul Bands both 
here and in the United States after finishing his Grammar 
School education.  Deciding to get “a proper job” he chose 
Construction and qualified in Quantity Surveying and 
Construction management before founding Borras Construction 
in 1980. Several acquisitions later Borras Group is now one of 
the most successful privately owned companies in this sector.  
A passionate Angler, having fished the canals of London since 

he was seven, Rae became captivated by the Hampshire Avon after catching his first 
Salmon at 27lbs from the river.  He was later to achieve a lifetime’s ambition by owning an 
important fishery on the same river and is now committed to the cause of promoting the 
welfare of the southern chalk streams and their associated ecosystems.  Today, Rae is 
actively involved with TV productions associated with angling, most notably appearing with 
Geoffrey Palmer in The Compleat Angler series. He is at present filming A Gamefishers 
Diary series for Onlinefishing TV. 
 
 
Dr Malcolm Crabtree – Trustee 

 
Following an academic background in agriculture and animal production, 
Malcolm worked for ADAS in a number of roles associated with livestock 
husbandry before becoming Regional Manager Advisory Services in the 
midland and western region.  He is currently Managing Director of the 
Leckford Estate in Hampshire which is the Waitrose Farm and part of the 
John Lewis Partnership.  This 4000 acre estate includes several miles of 
the River Test and its carriers.  In addition Malcolm is a Governor of 
Sparsholt College and Test Valley School, Vice Chairman of the Test and 
Itchen Association and former Chairman of the Hampshire Economic 

Partnership Rural Economy Task Group.  
 
 
Tom Davis - Director 
 

It was a childhood fascination with the natural history of rivers and lakes 
that drew Tom to an educational path in the earth and environmental 
sciences.  A postgraduate of the Centre for Environmental Technology at 
Imperial College, he followed a professional career in the mining industry, 
most recently as Principal Environmental Advisor with the Rio Tinto 
Group.  In 2009 he became Executive Director of the Test and Itchen 
Association and later that year Director of the Wessex Chalk Stream and 
Rivers Trust in tandem.  He has been involved with river habitat 
management on the River Wylye, in an amateur capacity, for some years.  

He is a committee member of the Wiltshire Fishery Association and sits on the River Basin 
District Liaison Panel for the EA southern area. He is a member of the Project Board for the 
Strategic Framework for Restoration of the River Avon and is a member of the Fisheries 
Steering Committee of the Game and Wildlife Conservancy Trust.   
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Jim Glasspool – Trustee 
 

Jim retired from Shell Group in 1993 where he held various 
business management positions in chemicals.  He has played an 
active part in fishery management and nature conservation issues 
in Hampshire both as Secretary of the Test and Itchen Association 
(1993-2009) and as a former Chairman of the Hampshire Area 
Environment Group, the Hampshire Fishery Committee and 
Southern RFERAC (2002 to 2008).  Nationally he chaired the 

Fisheries & Angling Conservation Trust Ltd (FACT), into which various national angling 
organisations merged to form the Angling Trust in 2008, and is a current Board member of 
that organisation.  He is also a member of the Moran Committee and was appointed to the 
River Basin District Liaison Panel in 2007. Jim lives near Winchester in Hampshire. 
 
 
Peter Hayes – Trustee and Vice Chairman 
 

Originally an archaeologist, ancient historian and linguist 
Peter then spent 35 years in senior management in the 
market research and services industry, before retiring and 
dedicating his time to rivers and river conservation matters.  
He lives at Shrewton on Salisbury Plain and is active in 
environmental work, specialising in the riverine and aquatic 
arenas.  He was involved with English Nature in the 
establishment of SSSIs/SACs on the Rivers Till and Lower 

Wylye.  He was co-author of the Millenium Fly Survey and continues to manage the 
gathering of data on river fly abundance trends nationally.  He has been closely involved 
with riverine habitat enhancement work on the rivers Wylye and Till.  Peter sits on the 
Fisheries Steering Committee of the Game and Wildlife Conservancy Trust. He is a 
member of the Salmon and Trout Association’s Science, Environment and Policy 
Committee, a member of the Executive Committee of the Wild Trout Trust; and a former 
trustee of the Wiltshire Wildlife Trust.  
 
 
Robin Lalonde – Trustee 
 

With almost fifty years experience as a land agent managing many 
thousands of acres in Hampshire and neighbouring counties, Robin 
has a detailed understanding of all land management issues and 
extensive involvement in a large number of land and conservation 
groups at a local and national level. In recognition of this, he has 
been a member of the Lord Chancellor’s Panel of Agricultural 
Arbitrators for many years. A keen walker, Robin is a member of 
conservation groups such as the RSPB, CPRE, Hampshire and 

IOW Wildlife Trust and National Trust as well as land management associations such as 
local agricultural societies, CLA, NFU and notably is a Director of the Test and Itchen 
Association. 
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John Levell – Trustee and Secretary 
 

John spent twenty years working as a cartographic surveyor before 
moving into the field of river and fishery management.  Working 
throughout Britain gave John a deep insight into the diversity of this 
country’s wildlife and sensitivity habitat.  He arrived at Somerley 
Estate, nineteen years ago, where his primary concern has been the 
management of four miles of the Hampshire Avon and side channels.  
He has served on the executive group of the Ringwood and District 
Anglers Association and was both a founder and for many years the 

Secretary of the Wessex Salmon Rivers Trust. John is also a keen ornithologist and 
participates in BTO wetland and breeding bird surveys in the Avon Valley.  He is a 
committed conservationist with a lifelong passion for the Hampshire Avon. 
 
 
Willie Manners – Trustee 
 

Willie Manners is a solicitor specialising in general commercial disputes and 
contentious property matters.  He is a partner with the London law firm 
Macfarlanes LLP, where he is head of litigation.  Lord Manners’ family are 
the owners of the Avon Tyrrell Estate on the Hampshire Avon near 
Christchurch. 
 

 
 
Dr Gary Mantle MBE - Trustee 
 

Interest in the environment is in his blood - his father was a Romany - 
so it was perhaps natural for Gary to end up as a professional 
conservationist.  He graduated from Lancaster University with a degree 
in ecology and has a doctorate from the Open University where he 
studied fish farming. He became Head of Urban Ecology at Greenwich 
University.  Gary left Greenwich University to join a new government 
environmental initiative, called UK2000. Chaired by Richard Branson 
UK2000 brought together the private and voluntary sector with the 
public sector in order to tackle environmental problems.  In 1990 Gary 
left UK2000 to become the first Director of the Wiltshire Wildlife Trust, 

which he has steered and developed to its current position today as one of the country's 
foremost wildlife conservation organisations. In 2000 he was awarded an MBE for services 
to nature conservation.  In 2009 he represented the Wildlife Trusts as a member of the UK 
delegation to the UN Climate Change Conference in Copenhagen.  Gary is also founder 
and President of The Sensory Trust, a national charity promoting equal environmental 
opportunities for people with disabilities. 
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Brian Marshall – Chairman 
 

Brian’s name has for many years been inextricably linked 
with the fight to save the iconic Atlantic Salmon run on the 
Hampshire Avon from extinction.  He is well known for his 
successful campaign to ban drift-netting of salmon off the 
southern Irish coast which he took to the European Union.  
Before retiring and dedicating his life to preservation of the 
southern chalk streams and their fish, he spent most of his 
working life in the food and packaging industries.  Brian is 

also a founder and Chairman of the Wessex Salmon Rivers Trust.  He was presented with 
the CLA Lifetime Achievement Award at the Game Fair in 2008 in recognition of his work to 
protect the Atlantic Salmon. 
 
 
Peter Pleydell-Bouverie – Trustee 
 

Peter Pleydell- Bouverie’s professional background is in the city, as a 
fund manager specialising in far eastern markets and as Director of the 
investment management company Fidelity International.  He is a Trustee 
of Harnham Water Meadows, on the banks of the Avon at Salisbury, and 
is a Governor of Wiltshire Historic Buildings Trust.  He sits of the 
committee of the Avon and Stour Rivers Association and the Avon 
Salmon Group.  He served as High Sheriff and is a Deputy Lieutenant of 
the county of Wiltshire. Peter’s family are owners of the Longford Estate 

on the River Avon at Downton.  His interests include fishing, the countryside and opera.   
 
 
Pete Reading – Trustee and Education Officer 
 

Pete is a professional teacher by background, as well as being an avid 
angler and conservationist.  Until his recent retirement he was Head of 
Science at Ringwood Comprehensive School, where he taught general 
science, chemistry and environmental science.  He has served as 
Education Officer for the Wessex Salmon and Rivers Trust running the 
highly successful Trout in Schools programme and the Environmental 
Awards Scheme.  Pete is Research and Conservation Officer for the 
Barbel Society and has been involved in habitat enhancement projects 

on the Rivers Avon, Stour, Theme, Aire and Thames tributaries.  He sits on the EA’s south 
west region RFERAC and has been heavily involved in the local fisheries forum and 
development of Salmon Action Plans. 
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John Slader - Treasurer 
 

Retired from a career in banking it is John’s life long love of 
fishing which has fostered a passion for the aquatic environment 
and the recognition that much needs to be done to protect and 
restore this vital resource upon which so many species depend.  
He is Treasurer of the Salmon & Trout Association which also 
involves him sitting on various environmental committees 
including the UK BAP Chalk Rivers Steering Group and Chair of 
the National Fish Welfare Group.  He is also Treasurer of the 

Wessex Salmon and Rivers Trust.  John is a qualified Angling Coach which provides the 
ideal opportunity to engage with individuals of all ages and highlight the plight of the 
Chalkstreams.  He is also Head Fishing Instructor for Orvis. 
 
 
Debbie Tann – Trustee 
 

Debbie Tann has been the Chief Executive at Hampshire and Isle of 
Wight Wildlife Trust for 2 years, but has worked for the Trust since 
1998 in various conservation roles.  Prior to that she worked for local 
authorities and also in the private sector.  She has a first degree in 
Environmental Science, a Masters in Conservation from University 
College London and postgraduate qualifications in voluntary sector 
management. Debbie originally specialised in freshwater ecology.  
Later she became involved in some of the early biodiversity policy 
and planning work in Hampshire.  Several years ago she set up the 
Trust's first work with farmers and landowners, recognising the vital 

role that such partnerships bring to conserving wildlife in the wider countryside.  She has 
considerable experience in fundraising and partnership development, having 
established some of the Trust's largest projects.  She now heads up one of the country's 
largest Wildlife Trusts, with 80 staff, 60 nature reserves and 28,000 members. The Trust 
continues to thrive and grow - striving for a better future for wildlife and people across our 
two counties.  
 
 
 


